Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.008 Å; disorder in main residue; R factor = 0.039; wR factor = 0.085; data-to-parameter ratio = 14.6.
In the title complex, [CdI 2 (C 16 H 12 N 2 O 2 ) 2 ], the Cd II atom is located on a twofold rotation axis and is four-coordinated by two N atoms from symmetry-related 2-(2-furyl)-1-(2-furylmethyl)-1H-benzimidazole ligands and two I atoms in a distorted tetrahedral configuration. The benzimidazole rings in adjacent molecules are parallel, with an average interplanar distance of 3.486 Å . The I atom is disordered over two sites in a 0.85 (5):0.15 (5) ratio. 
Related literature

Experimental
Crystal data [CdI 2 (C 16 et al., 2008; Shi et al., 2010) . The Cd II ion is a good model atom to construct complexes owing to its property to form bonds with different donors simultaneously (Zhai et al., 2006; Wang et al., 2010) .
In this work, synthesis and structure of the complex [Cd(C 16 H 12 N 2 O 2 ) 2 I 2 ] are described.
The Cd II atom (site symmetry 2) is four-coordinated by two N atoms from two 2-(2-furyl)-1-(2-furylmethyl)-1H-benzimidazole ligands and two disordered I atoms in a distorted tetrahedral configuration (Fig. 1) . The benzimidazole rings in adjacent molecules are parallel, with an average interplanar distance of 3.486 Å.
The ligand 2-(2-furyl)-1-(2-furylmethyl)-1H-benzimidazole (0.04 mmol) in methanol (6 ml) was added dropwise to a methanol solution (6 ml) of CdI 2 (0.04 mmol) in methanol. The resulting solution was allowed to stand at room temperature.
After two weeks light-yellow crystals with good quality were obtained and dried in air.
Refinement
The disordered I atom was modelled by splitting the atom into two components (I1 and I1'), the site occupation factors of which refined in a ratio of 0.85 (5):0.15 (5). H atoms were positioned geometrically and refined as riding atoms, with C-H = 0.93 (aromatic) and 0.97 (CH 2 ) Å, and with U iso (H) = 1.2 U eq (C). 
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